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*Librarians and the Law

Quibbling between members of the City Council
and some of the city’s administrators and advisors on
the maiter of taking county librarians into the city
system beginning next month seems to us to be a bit
less than the terrible confrontation some of the par-
ticipants would have us believe.

And—which is not always the case—we think the
City Council action in requiring compliance with the
city’s Civil Service rules was absolutely correct.

At issue is the question of “blanketing in” the
currently assigned librarians when the city takes over
the libraries to end a long term program in which the
county provided service for Torrance. The librarians
are all serving as the result of civil service examina-
tions conducted by the county, and it has been argued
that they should not be required to qualify again for
same jobs.

Wrong! These people are experienced librarians
and want to stay in the Torrance libraries—and we
want them to stay. But to come into city service, they
must pass through the same gate other city employes
have been required to enter—through the qualification
and appointment according to Civil Service procedures.
Those regulations do not provide for such blanket
.employment of city personnel, we are told.

The City Council apparently has learned its lessons
better than some of the others around city hall. Having
been scorched on the blanket appointment of a police
sergeant, and guing through the agony of considering
appointment of bus department employes to other city
posts if the lines are sold, the councilmen aren’t too
anxious to take on another such case, even though the
reasons are most laudable.

We all want those librarians now working in the
city's libraries to stay on the job and to stay with the
city. But to do so, we think it is reasonable to expect
them to meet the same requirements that other city
personnel have met.

A Boost in Status

Torrance’s annual Armed Forces Day celebration,
traditionally one of the nation’s largest such events,
moved up sharply on the status ladder last week, we
believe, with the announcement that the local com-
mittee had been successful in obtaining a high ranking
military officer to lead the celebration.

With the announcement here that Gen. James K.
Woolnough, commander of the United States Conti-
nental Army, would be grand marshal, leaders of the
Torrance celebration ended a cooperative agreement
with a San Fernando Valley group which had shared
the guest of honor over a two-day period.

Many of us have long felt that the Torrance cele-
bration, one of .nost impressive anywhere, was
dimmed largel the fact that the guest of honor was
regaled on Friday, given heavy news coverage for a
major talk in the San Fernando Valley, and then came
to Torrance to perform a duty which was treated lightly
by most nonlocal news media.

In recents years, the honored guests have included
Congressmen Mendell L. Rivers and F. Edward Hebert,
both members of the powerful House Armed Forces
Committee; Charles J. Hitch, then an assistant secre-
tary of defense and now president of the University of
California; and other high defense and military leaders.

Torrance’s 1968 celebration marks a turning point
and should put the city’s efforts to salute those in the
nation’s armed forces in the proper perspective for a
change.

It’s time the tail stopped wagging the dog, as the
old cliche puts it.

We like the move, we're told the local committee
members like the turn of events, and we are sure those
who take part in next May’s annual Armed Forces Day
celebration here will find the affair measurably better.

Morning Report:

Politicians—successful ones at any rate—are very
selective at picking their enemies. They only choose
those they can beat. And that’s why Bobbie Kennedy
made it clear the other day that he would not run
against Mr. Johnson,

I don’t think he ever had the notion of trying to
take the Democratic nomination away from the Pres-
ident. For the principal reason that he knew it was
impossible, Still, he could get lots of mileage on the
campuses by being against what Mr. Johnson was for.
After all, the college students of today will be regis-
tered voters by the time—1972—when Mr. Kennedy
can run,

He has been very popular before young audienc-
es. And has even gone so far as to let his hair grow
longer and longer in keeping with youthful fashion.
But never so long that it got over his eyes.

Abe Mellinkoft

YOUR LAWMAKERS

U.S. SENATORS

Thomas H. Kuchel (R), 315 Old Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C., 20240, or 300 N, Spring St.,
Los Angeles, 90012, phone 688-2000.

George Murphy (R), 452 Old Senate Office Build-
ing, Washington, D. C., 20240, or 300 N, Los Angeles
St., Los Angeles, 90012, phone 688-4637,

' CONGRESSMEN

A

17th District — Cecil R, King (D), 2309 Rayburn
Puilding, Washingten, D, C., 20240, or Pacific Trade
Center, San Pedro, phone 833-5771,

28th District — Alphonzo Bell (R), 1504 Longworth
Building, Washington, D. C., 20240, or 1248 Fifth Su'eet
Santa Monica, 90401. phone 478-0111,

How About Recryiting Him? G :

AFFAIRS OF STATE

Attacks Growing Against
Reagan Economy Studies

By HENRY C. MacARTHUR
Capitol News Service

SACRAMENTO<It was to
be expected that the gov-
ernor’s survey of efficiency
and cost control, which
showed how ultimately, the
state could spend $685 mil-
lion dollars less than it
would had the survey not
been made, would come un-
der ' attack by legislators
whose philosophies operate
on the theory that taxpay-
ers provide a limitless source
of income for them to frit-
ter away on non-essentials.

Such an attack appears in
a resolution by Assembly-
man John L. Burton, D-San
Francisco, calling for hear-
ing on possible “conflict of
interest” on the part of
members of the task force
who performed the lengthy
and exhaustive survey and
recommended ways and
means to improve govern-
ment operations.
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Burton, one of the fore-
most proponents of the
state’s liberal ‘“give-away”
policy in matters of welfare,
and other items involving
gifts of public funds to in-
dividuals who contemplate
such gifts as their due, nit-
picks at the report in com-
plaining that an executive
of a firm manufacturing a
recording device recom-
mended a cut-back in tran-
scriptions by stenographers

in favor of electronic re-
cording.

The assemblyman appar-
ently has little cognizance of
modern. -day progress in
methods of handling rec-
ords, as trends for some

News and Opinions
On Sacramento Beat

years have been toward
substitution. of electronics
for cumbersome hand tran-
scriptions and in fact, are
now even being considered
by some courts.
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Burton also says the tele-
phone company loaned four
or five executives to the
committee to assist in the
survey, and has an applica-
tion for a rate increase be-
fore the public utilities
commission.

Just what this would im-
ply as far as conflict of in-
terest is concerned is hard-
ly understandable, in that
during this era of inflation
applications for rate increas-
es not only from the tele-
phone company, but from
other utilities as well, ap-
pear to be continuous, as are
increases in prices in all
phases of private business.

The San Francisco assem-
blyman says the business
connections of the commit-
tee “were not revealed” for
the most part when the sur-
vey was made public. Names

of all participants were
listed alphabetically in the
report, as were the firms
whose contributions to the
private corporation which
made the report at no ex-
pense to the state. »

He also mentions inacessi-

_bility of the report to the

public, which too is far-
fetched, as any member of
the public who wants to look
at the report can do so for
free by visiting the gover-
nor's office, or paying $25
per copy. However, the re-
port is not being delivered
free, as are almost all gov-
ernment reports, which
really aren’t free at all, but
paid for out of tax money.

No business in Califor-
nia exists without some
connection with govern-
ment, if only the privilege
of paying taxes to stay in
business. It would then,
from Burton’s viewpoint, ap-
pear that if any interested
citizen, bent on assisting in
the process of making gov-
ernment more efficient and
economical, would be in
‘“conflict of interest” if he
donated time or money for
this purpose. 3
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Actually, such a resolu-
tion as proposed by the San
Francisco ultra-liberal as-
semblyman reaches the
realm of the ridiculous, in
that it serves no useful pur-
pose.

WILLIAM HOGAN

Policy Blamed for Wane

In Passenger Train Use

Right on top of the ap-
proved, highly publicized
merger of the Pennsylvania
and New York Central rail-
roads appears a book which
probes into the railroad in-
dustry, and in no flattering
style. This is “To Hell in a
Day Coach: An Exasperated
Look at American Rail-
roads.” The author is Peter
Lyon, who at one point ob-
serves:

“The men who run the
railroads seem to have posi-
tively booted the commu-
ters, and the passengers,
generally, away from their
ticket windows and off the
trains.”

Lyon looks at the Industry
from its early days of jock-
eying for position and pers
suading lawmakers to be-
queath it vast parcels of
the public domain (some 150
million acres), down to the
present when railpoads are
battling to carry less than
half the nation’s freight and,
as the author puts it, ‘fewer
passengers than any other

mode of transportation, un-
less you count pogo sticks.”
* AW

The outlook for the travel-
er who prefers the relaxa-
tion and scenic advantages

Browsing Through the
World of Books

of train travel appears to be
gloomy, despite a few hope-
ful signs — high speed ex-
perimental trains and, if you
look abroad, the improved
services, schedules ‘and
equipment of foreign trains.
Lyon suggests that no
Eastern U. S. rail executive
has uttered a peep fo en-
courage passengers in more
than a decade. “On the con-
trary,” he writes, “ the earn-
est effort has been to con-:
vince every commuter and
every interelty passenger
that he should drive his car,
or take a bus, or fly. But in
any event, get lost, and the
sooner the better , . .”

At the same time, Lyon.

admits that railroads face

inequities at the hand of
federal and local tax offi-
cials; that government funds
for research and develop-
ment have gone to support
air and highway travel, and
" that the railroads face com-
petition that has been un-
fairly boosted by a con-
fused federal policy,
b 4 - B

Yet, the author continues
in this testy, otten
book, even in the heydey of
profits, railroad manage-
ments did little to improve
the Jot of the traveler. He
lists their three “fundamen-
tal” improvements on sleep-
ing cars: 1924—receptacles
for used razor blades; lm
containers for facial tissue:

placed in “some” hdles
rooms; 1929, water coolers
Yadjusted so they would no
longer overflow on the car-

pet.

“When  chairmen of the
boards of ‘railroad compa;
‘ies start talking nbout L tho
* public interest,” this author
‘declares, “it is time to count
the spoons.”

HERB CAEN SAYS:

Transistorized Symphony
Orchestra Rumor Refuted

1t is now definite that
Seiji Ozawa, | dqmrly bril-
liant n-yuml Japanese
will be the next

over in 1970 from Josef
Krips, who has done a re-
markable job of rebuilding
the orchestra after its near-
dissolution under Enrique
Jorda, Ozawa’s appointment
is part of the “youth and
glamor” movement that is
sweeping the symphonic
world in the wake of Leon-
ard Bernstein’s
cess in New York and Zubin
Mehta’sin Los Angeles (Meh-
ta is a few months older
than = Ozawa, so I suppose
that puts S.F. one-up in one
department, at least), Under
Ozawa, the orchestra will be
able to land a recording
contract, and, as a New
York Times critic observed
the other day: “You can't
have a major orchestra
without a major recording
contract.” Los Angeles has
one (London Records) and
we want one desperately.
The appointment of Ozawa
is NOT an economy move,
The rumor that he will tran-
sistorize the orchestra down
to 20 men and one lady
harpist, amplified by Sony
speakers, is ridiculous. I

know it's ridiculous because;

1 started it myself.
" o % K

Here we are outside
Oreste’'s on Jones St., and
here’s this lady trying to
park her car while her hus-

band gives directions from .

the curb, At last she hol-
lers: ‘“Okay, George, put
another dime in the meter—
I think I can make it this
time.” . .. And HERE'S
Molly Walsh of Young &
Rubicam, running for a
departing .22 Fillmore bus,
all the time muttering
“Catch 22, Catch 22!" . . .

Okay, no more meatballs ly

for RCA-Victor’s dog. Some
25,000 Jefferson Airplane
albums were delivered to
dealers — with Ed Ames
records inside 'em, and if
you're an airplane fan, this
is no n. I know, be-
cause, I got stuck with one
of these foulups.-
o ki s " 4

Among others suffering
in the local news blackout is
Les Natali who runs the
Presidio Theater and North
Beach Movie. Here he gets
arrested for showing an al-
legedly. “obscene” film at
his latter spot, and not a
line in S.F.'s non-existent
metropolitans . . . Willie
Mays is still having trouble
selling his house here (in-
explicably, he wants to
move to the Oakland hills),
maybe because nobody’s
ready to pay $80,000 for a
two-bedroom spread — even

suc-

one containing a pool table
. . Ravi Shankar, the sitar
virtuoso, played at the
House the . other

21. Apply or call The Udder
Place, Monterey Road, San
Jose.” And keep your .eye
on the wringer at all times.
- T % - ¢

Widespread rumors that
Dwight D. Eisenhower is
writing Ronald Reagan's dia-
logue might well have some
foundation. Assuring report-
ers that Medi-Cal's old bills
have been paid—somehow
and from some source—the
Governor elucidated: “We
know that the revenues—we
apparently know that the
revenues that came in ac-
crued were just about what
had been estimated. There-
fore, to have money for this
unexpected—well, not unex-
pected but this overage in
the cost of Medi-Cal over
and above what everyone
Jhad hoped it would cost or
thought it would cost had to
then obviously come from
increased -efficiencies and
economies in the running of
the government, funds from
other programs that didn’t
go over, but went under, as
a result of economies that
were implemented, and we
are trying to find out exact-
. ” Reporter: “There is
né dispute then over wheth-
er the money has been
paid?” Reagan: “No, there is
no dispute over that.” Re-
porter: “Where you got the
money?” Reagan: “Where it
came from, that’s right.”” Re-

porter: “Governor, can we
move on to another sub-
ject?"
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Millionaire Ralph K. Dav-
ies, chairman of American
President Line and other
rich . confections, emerged

scathed from a bad Bayshore papers.’

Freeway auto crash: a dozen
stitches in his handsome
face and a broken nose
(“For the first time in my
life, it's straight”). Davies,
who is 70, now looks 55 in-
stead of his usual 51 .-, .
Rene Auberjonois, the Amer-
ican Conservatory Theater's
brightest star, is through
with the local company as

savEsd

of Feb, 4 having been
wooed and won by H'wood.
Producer Harold Hecht Ior &
a movie about comedians

be directed by Carl
a Mr comic himself, Néxt to
leave ACT, according to the
rumors, is the also nt
Peter Donat, nephew of the
late star, Robert Donat.
Peter is said to be “disgrun-
tled.” Isp’t anybody gruntled
around ACT these days? .
They all laughed when Pt

_llontandon sat down at the

typewriter to concoct & book

titled “How to Be a Party

Girl,” but cut out that gig-
gling: the epic is now in gal-
leys and will be hard-cover-
ed by McGraw-Hill in June.
A cursory riffle through the
prose reveals not a single
mention of Melvin Belli,
with whom she once starred
in a putative marital drama
titled “30 Seconds Over

Tokyo.”

* % %

Sportswriter Ron Fimrite,
nursing a hangover at a lo-
cal bar: “I fee] like a heart
transplant donor” . .. Apro-
pos which, Mark Gerstle pug
has eomposed thumping '
good ballad tltled “I've Got |
Those They Gave My Lover
the Heart of Another ‘and’
Now’ He’s in Love with My
Brother Blues” . .. Asfor “1
Left My Heart in San Fran-
cisco,” that is open to all
sorts of new interpretations
these days . . . Zubin Mehta,
conductor of the L. A. Phily
harmonic, made Time Mag-
azine's cover this month,
which reminds me that our
maestro in San Francisco,
Josef Krips, is tired of being
quoted constantly as saying
about Zubie-baby: “The new
Toscanini has been born!”
“I never said that,” scowled
Josef at Trader Vic's
through angry puffs of cigar
smoke, “for the simple rea-
son that 1 don't believe it.
He is a very talented young
man who is in danger of
spreading himself thin” .

* %k N

Up at the French Club at
noon, the talk drifted
around to San Francisco’'s
newspaper strike, inevit-
ably, and Monsieur Weill
said to Monsieur Aime Mi-
chaud: “I keep hearing the
mailers started the strike—
what do mailers do, exact-
ly?” Amie, very dead of
pan: 'l‘hey fold newspa-
" Too true . . . One of
the town’s richeat hippies
has a safe deposit box in a
downtown bank, which he
visits two or three times
weekly. 1 don’t know what
he keeps in it, All I know is
when he leaves the bank, he
is wearing a wide and satis-
fied grin, If there's gold in
that ‘box, it must be the
Acapulco variety. . . .

ROYCE BRIER

Waning British Influence
Had Many Early Warnings

For several years, but
with particular intensity
since the devaluation of the
pound, the editorial pages
of the world have been
smothered in speculation,
sometimes in mourning,
over the decline of the
British Empire,

The devaluation ituu u
only an economic p

1868 could not sense them,
but the most casual reader
in history can now perceive
them, They may be denoted
as the rise of power and in-
fluence of the world ex-
traneous to empire,
* A
These new and rising
forces lay in three main

non, yet the British ludou.
perhaps understandably, ap-
pur‘lncapable of putting it,
and the critical position o!
a onco-domimnt people, in
historical perspective. In
our setting, seemingly re-
mote from London, let us

angry attempt it.

For the British decline
has been history in its larg-

est sweep, working over the

past 100 years. Given the

L of
mankind, it was inevitable.
LB T
A century ago Great
Britain was the foremost na-
tion in the world, It 'lddﬂl
power and “
every continent M
This "W be
quite loosely as 70
cent of NW and
ence existing in 1868,
But unseen forces woro
which were to
:ﬂ sl power \nd in-
ﬂmu. The wisest man. of

Opinions on Affairs
of the World

global areas: North Amer-
lu,lnmmm Europe, and the

The American rise had
just started after a devastat-
ing war, and was to reach
incredible heights. The East
European rise was rooted
deoply in the hopelcu paral-
ysis of the Russian masses.

The Far Eastern rise lay in,

a worn . out domination of

" Meanwhile, tho same war

disclosed the prodigal n-
tial of the United
‘wuchtouhly‘lou(ht

o - My

world depression which only
aggravated the 1918 - 1939
trauma for Britain. Then a
Japanese adyepture largely
swept away the remaining
British power and influence
in the Far East. When the
adventure was wrecked on
American power, Red China
picked up the pieces in Asia,
seeming at first put an ex-
tension of Soviet'power. But
China became an entity by .
sheer weight. it
b - - 4

There was just so much
total power and influence
residing in mankind, today
much of it uchnoloﬁcll.
What had happened was
that American, Russian and

Chinese power and influ-
ence have filled, and more -

status of Germany and
France |
For this cycle the relation
seems peﬂumnt o and
possibly three * '3-' )n
ers, Butdonothton tho
next cycle of 100 years, or
against history, which has
ever been capricious. The
seeds of Immense ehnp e
are forever implanted in to- -

day, though we cannot see

them lying there, lvnlﬂn(
the next lmpotul.
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